
Definition of Perimeter

Level 1
• Skill Practice

Understanding concepts of terminology

Perimeter is defined as the length or distance around any shape or object. It can be measured
around straight shapes and objects, or curved and irregular ones. Shapes and objects include a
triangle, and it has a perimeter, it includes a boat, a cat or a garbage can. Perimeter applies to all
shapes and objects.

It is important to complete a loop around the shape or object, this is how perimeter is different
from length.

Perimeter has another interesting property. Objects can have multiple different perimeters de-
pending on where exactly measurements for perimeter is taken. For example; if you were going to
measure the perimeter on the tapered side of a garbage can you would have to take into consider-
ation that the garbage can is wider at the top than the bottom.

Perimeter is in a group of math words that can be somewhat interchanged depending on con-
text. Perimeter is a distance regardless of being measured or calculated, relating to an object or
shape. Other words in this group that also relate to distance include: length, diameter, width, radius,
circumference, run-out and bore.

Find the answers to the following questions. Mark the above text to show your answers.

1
How is perimeter defined?

2
To what shapes and objects does the concept of perimeter apply?

3
What is an important criteria that makes perimeter different from length?

4
How can an object have multiple different perimeters?

5
Besides perimeter, what are some other words that also relate to distance?
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1
Perimeter is a length or distance around any shape or object.

2
Perimeter applies to all shapes and objects.

3
It is important to complete a loop around the shape or object.

4
Objects can have multiple different perimeters depending on where exactly measurement for
perimeter is taken.

5
Length, diameter, width, radius, circumference, run-out, bore
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